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ABSTRACT 

The Wahsa Distance Education Centre is operated by 
the Northern Nishnawbe Education Council (NNEC) for Cree and Oj i~Cree 
secondary students living in the 23 remote communities of Sioux 
Lookout District in northwestern Ontario. Although most communities 
have locally controlled K~8 schools, very few communities offer 
secondary education. The NNEC, a Native-run organization, has been 
mandated by the 23 tribal leaders of Sioux Lookout District to serve 
the needs of secondary and pos ts econdary students. In 1990, Indian 
and Northern Affairs Canada agreed to fund a distance education 
program that would allow Native students to remain in their 
communities and attend high school. An advisory board composed of 
representatives from NNEC, Wawatay Native Communications Society, 
tribal councils, and four First Nations met regularly to work on 
program development. Wawatay Native Communications Society agreed to 
deliver Wahsa’ s distance education program over its radio network. 
Communities donated buildings to be used for learning centers, and 
community members offered to be distance education coordinators and 
tutors for the program. The program provides radio and correspondence 
courses for students in grades 9~11, including required subjects and 
courses in Native culture and language. This paper also discusses 
effective program delivery methods; areas for program improvement; 
and plans for program expansion to encompass educational television, 
increased programming for 12th~grade students, adult education 
classes, and teacher education courses. (LP) 
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Wahsa is symbolic of its students. Wahsa has encountered a harsh 
environment, and has learned to manoeuvre within it. Wahsa has taken the 
technology and course content of southern programs and molded and shaped it 
to fit northern students’ needs. With a little time, Wahsa will emerge as a 
strong alternative for students who choose to make the north their home. 
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P O BOX 1348 
CHARLESTON WV 25325 

phone: 800/624-9120 



However, if solicited by the ERIC Facility, or if making an unsolicited contribution to ERIC, return this form (and the document being 
contributed) to: 



ERIC Processing and Reference Facility 
1100 West Street, 2d Floor 
Laurel, Maryland 20707-3598 

Telephone: 301-497-4080 
Toll Free: 800-799-3742 
FAX: 301-953-0263 
e-mail: ericfac@inet.ed.gov 
WWW : ht tp ://ericfac.piccard .csc.com 
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